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What's new in Mirage 2.0?

1. Adjust the quality of the preview image
2. New user-defined labels
3. Ink level display and printer status messages
4. New "Tiling" menu item
5. Split screen page preview
6. Gamut warning preview 
7. New optional extension: Mirage PROOF incl. Mirage Analysis Software

1) Adjust the quality of the preview image

Mirage 2.0 allows you to adjust the preview resolution in three steps: 

Choose from 500x500, 1500x1500 or 2500x2500 pixels, with 500x500 pixels as the default setting to 
match the  "Preview Image Quality" of the previous versions of Mirage.
Higher resolution gives a more detailed page and print preview.
Color gradients and transitions with fine details appear clearer and in greater detail with the higher 
resolution option.

To select the desired "Preview Image Quality", go to the "Settings..." menu in the Mirage window and 
select the "Advanced" tab. 

Note: Please note that selecting a higher Preview Image Quality can slow down the system. 
The colors shown in the Mirage preview are only accurate if the monitor used is correctly calibrated.

Changes to the "Preview Image Quality" only come into effect after Mirage is restarted.
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2) New user-defined labels
        

In the Mirage settings, you can prese-
lect, amongst other things, labels to be 
printed under the corresponding image 
or file under "Print Marks". Mirage 2.0 
offers new "Label" options. 

To preselect the information to be printed 
using the "Label" option, please click on 
"Settings..." at the top right of the Mi-
rage main window and select the "Ad-
vanced" tab.

Click on "Edit" to insert a label template 
or to enter free text at the top of the 
window.

At the bottom of the window, there is an 
option to adjust the font and select its 
size and color.
To save a setting, click on "OK".

3) Ink level display and printer status messages

A symbol will appear in the top left-hand 
corner of the Mirage main window, or in 
the Mirage print queue window, showing 
the selected printer or the printer in the 
print queue. 

By hovering the mouse over the symbol, 
a pop-up window will show status infor-
mation. This window displays the ink lev-
el as well as any warning or error mes-
sages. 
Note: The information relates to the 
selected printer and is only up-to-date 

if the printer is switched on and connected to the computer that Mirage is operating from. If the se-
lected printer is not online, the information will be highlighted in light gray or a "Status unknown" mes-
sage will be displayed.
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4) New "Tiling" menu item

Sometimes a print job is larger in overall size than allowed by the printer or the selected media. The 
new Mirage "Tiling" function is the ideal tool to solve this issue in a professional way.

First enter the desired final size of the image/document to be merged in the "Image Size" menu option 
in the Mirage main window. If the image/document is larger than the currently selected media size, the 
Mirage print preview will show the image section that can be displayed with this media size. 

The settings for "Tiling" can be found in the Mirage main window on the left-hand side. When tiling is 
active, the image/document will be divided into tiles according to your customized preselected settings. 
Mirage allows you to freely adjust the overlap area between neighboring tiles. 
You re-create the complete image by assembling the individual tiles after printing.

The complete image/document will always be shown in the "Page Preview". When tiling is active, a tile 
grid will appear over the image with every tile clearly labeled (A1, B1, etc.).

Note: The tile name can be printed as part of the label under the corresponding tile. Go to "Print 
Marks" and select the "Label" option. 

NOTE: The tile can only be correctly labeled by first going to the Mirage "Settings..." menu, selecting 
the "Advanced" and then "Edit..." tab and adding the "Tile Number" to the template.

The "Print Preview" gives an overview of the selection of tiles that the image/document will be divided 
into. The tiles in the "Print Preview" will be shown in the order they will be printed.

Tile Mode 

No Tiling
Select this mode if the image should not be 
printed as a tiled image (default). 

Fixed Tile Size
Enter the required size of each tile. Mirage 
automatically calculates how many tiles to 
divide the image into using the set image 

size.
 
Fixed Number of Tiles 
By entering the number of columns and rows, the image will be divided into the corresponding number 
of tiles. 
Overlapping
You can select the size of the overlap area separately for columns and rows. 
The overlap area will appear slightly darker in the "Page Preview". The overlap area of neighboring 
tiles will be printed on both tiles for easier tile assembly.



din.a.x Digitale Bildbearbeitung GmbH • Fuggerstrasse 9a • D-41468 Neuss • E-mail: support@dinax.de

Mirage 2.0 

4

5) Split screen page preview

The new Mirage "Split View" option in the page preview window is an extremely powerful tool. This 
easy-to-use function allows you to preview an image/document's color reproduction selecting different 
print media before printing. 

To activate this function, go to "Page Preview" in the Mirage main window and select "Split View" in 
the bottom right-hand corner.
After activating this function, the selected image will be divided vertically from the centre. 

Note: If the dividing line of an image is not immediately obvious, you can find
the dividing line using the small movable triangles  located in the middle at the top and bottom.

Above the preview image, there are two drop-down menus, which can be used to change the display 
settings of the left or right side of the split preview image. The following options are available:

Original Colors: Display the document's colors using its original color space, i.e. without using the 
printer profiles (no soft proof).

Current Settings: See what the colors will look like printed using the 
current print settings.

Different Paper Types: In this submenu, you can compare different paper types. 
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Different Simulations: Only available with the Mirage Proof version, enables comparison of the docu-
ment using the proof color space.

After making your selection, a simulated example will be displayed on the right or left-hand side, allow-
ing you to assess the colors of the image/document after printing using different media selections. This 
function makes it easier, for example, to decide which media is best for your printing requirements. Use 
the slider to move to an area of interest in the image/document.

Note: An accurately calibrated monitor along with individual and current ICC color profiles for the simu-
lated media are required for a true color representation to be given.

6) "Gamut Warning" display in the preview window

By activating the "Gamut 
Warning" function, you can 
use soft proofs to find out be-
fore printing which color ar-
eas in the image/document 
will not be reproduced cor-
rectly as a result of the ink 
color space on the selected 
media possibly being too 
small to print all the colors in 
the image/document. 

To activate the "Gamut Warning" function, select the corresponding option in the bottom left-hand 
corner of the Mirage preview window. 

When the "Gamut Warning" option is activated, the Mirage preview displays the image areas which 
are outside of the printer or media's color space. Mirage highlights these areas in gray.

If you experience this issue with one of your images, you should expect color discrepancies between 
the original and the printed image in the highlighted gray areas.   

Note: Individual and current ICC color profiles for the simulated media are required for a true color 
representation using the Gamut warning option.
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7) Optional extensions: Mirage PROOF incl. Mirage Analysis Software

Contract Proo�ng System | 26220

Fogra-certified proofs – no longer just for professionals, now available for 
everyone! Mirage offers true proofs that are easy to use and inexpensive. 
Naturally, the software required to assess measurement results is included in 
the package.  The Mirage PROOF extension offers both photographers and 
agencies the ideal print-proof solution, based on Fogra-certified ISO stan-

dards. And best of all, it is not simply a proofing solution – the complete Mirage package gives you 
everything you need to produce prints professionally.

You can create proofs with Mirage using Adobe© Photoshop© and Mirage's stand-alone application. 
To use the Mirage PROOF extension, you will require a license and a supported measurement device 
to evaluate the measurement results.

How to use with Photoshop©: After opening an image, click on File --> Automate --> Mirage Proof..., 
to proof the currently selected image or select Mirage Proof (All) to proof all open images. 

Mirage's stand-alone application has a button to choose whether the im-
ages or PDFs dragged onto the application symbol should be printed or 
proofed. 

With Mirage 2.0, two stand-alone applica-
tion symbols are installed, offering quick 
access to the required button selection.

Note: The Mirage stand-alone application 
supports the following file types: JPEG, 
TIFF and PDF X/3. All other image formats 

can be opened and printed using Photoshop.
Mirage PROOF is, of course, based on the tried and tested Mirage software, with the addition of the 
advanced settings needed for proofing. By selecting the Proof mode all user settings normally found in 
Mirage, but not required for proofing, will be hidden.  

Important Information:
Proofs produced using the demo version of the Mirage PROOF extension may be used for demonstra-
tion or test purposes only. Commercial use is prohibited.
Mirage PROOF allows proofs to be printed using any desired suitable proof media and compatible 
printers. The following media have been granted Fogra certification as Contract Proofing Systems 
(certificate no. 26220): Epson Standard Proofing Paper with the following printers (using the manufac-
turer's ink): Epson Stylus Photo R3000, Epson Stylus Pro: 3880, 4900, 7890, 9890, 7900, 9900 and 
11880. The corresponding test certificates are available upon request. If interested, please contact 
mirage@dinax.de
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Proofing Procedure with Mirage
 
Printout

You can use Mirage to produce proofs 
from image files or PDF X/3 documents. 

Note: All images/documents requiring 
proofing must include color management 
(embedded ICC profiles of the source 
color space, etc.). 

After the image/document has been 
opened in Mirage you can select "Proof" 
from the left-hand menu to make the rel-
evant proof settings. 
The following settings are available:

Simulate Paper Color: You can choose 
between a) "Yes (Absolute colorimetric)" or b) "No (Relative colorimetric)", where a) corresponds to the 
normal standard used.

Measure Proof Target: "No" means that although the media wedge was printed, measuring will not be 
started automatically. The measurement or evaluation of measurement results can be started manually 
at any later point by manually calling up the Mirage Measure evaluation software.
 
By selecting "Manual (...selected measurement device type pre-settings)"*, after successfully print-
ing the media wedge, the Mirage Measure evaluation software will automatically start to allow you to 
measure the media wedge.

If your printer is installed with the optional Epson SpectroProofer device, please select "Automatic 
(SpectroProofer)".

By selecting "Automatic (SpectroProofer)", an additional settings option will appear: "Drying Time". 
Here you can choose a drying time between the printing of the media wedge and the start of the auto-
matic measurement. We recommend a drying time of 150 seconds or more, as the colors of the print 
job can still change until everything is dry.

For further information on measuring and evaluating media wedges, please read the section below on 
"Measurement/Evaluation of Measurement Results".

*Note: To select the measurement device used, please start Mirage, select the "Settings..." menu and 
click on the "Proof" tab. Choose the measurement device used from the menu.
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Traffic Lights

Mirage Proof tries to check before printing whether it is likely that a proof can be successfully evaluated 
and shows the result of this initial validation using a traffic light symbol in the "Proof" settings window. 
 Green light : validation will be successful.
 Red light    : validation will not be successful.

Of course, Mirage cannot predict the exact result. The traffic lights serve as a guide. What you should 
know: Mirage uses the ICC profile of the selected substrate as the basis for its prediction – without 
being aware of any deviations between this ICC profile and the current print. The traffic light symbol 
presumes, therefore, that the profile is up-to-date and that neither the printer, substrate or environmen-
tal conditions have changed since the ICC profile was created. The traffic lights are only of use if your 
profiles are up to date. 

Measuring Wedge
With the Mirage PROOF extension you can print your image/document as a true color simulation to 
match the ISO Coated v2 printing conditions. 

To enable you to review the simulation at 
a later date, an Ugra/Fogra media wedge 
will be printed along with the image/docu-
ment. 
Mirage Proof includes several Ugra/Fogra 
media wedges, which, depending on the 

device selected, can be automatically placed in the printout by Mirage.

A label with prescribed information is print-
ed along with the ISO standard proof. For 
each print job, Mirage produces a unique 
code (UUID) that ensures that the print 

and measurement results are always kept together. Always make sure that the UUID of the measure-
ment result matches that of the printout.

Measurement and Evaluation of Measurement Results

There are several factors which influence the color accuracy of a printout. For this reason, you must 
ensure that the printing of the proof matches the proof conditions and does not deviate too greatly in 
terms of color from subsequent prints, as required for a Fogra-certified contract proof. 
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To review a printing result, you must measure the color fields of the Ugra/Fogra media wedge and 
determine the color deviation from the nominal value. The "Mirage Measure" software for measuring 
and evaluating media wedges comes as part of the Mirage PROOF extension and is automatically 
installed as a separate program. Many of the latest devices are supported in addition to the Epson 
SpectroProofer. 

If you use an Epson printer equipped with SpectroProofer for your proof printing, the media wedge will 
be automatically measured and evaluated after printing. In addition to the media wedge, a label with the 
results of the measurements is also automatically printed after the evaluation is completed. 

When using other supported devices, please carry out manual measurements. You can print out the 
label with any available label printer using the system printer driver.

M
Following a successful printout, the "Mirage Measure" application will start auto-
matically so you can review the measurement results in detail. Mirage Measure 
can be used to manually measure Ugra/Fogra media wedges and to manage the 
measurement results.

You can manually start Mirage Measure at any time by double clicking on the ap-
plication symbol.

For every image and page printed using Mirage PROOF and a media wedge, there will be a supporting 
entry in the list of measurements in the "Mirage Measure" application. A unique code (UUID) is used 
to link the print and its measurement.

Manual measurements are taken using the 
"Mirage Measure" application. Mirage Measure 
offers access to all printed proofs that have al-
ready been, or have yet to be, measured and 
evaluated. 
Mirage Measure opens automatically after a 
proof is printed, or if manually selected.

If you are not using an Epson SpectroProofer 
to measure, please select which print job you 
would like to measure next from the "Not Mea-
sured" list.

Please select the device you will be using from 
the bottom left-hand corner.

Note: Please select the same measuring device as specified in the print settings, otherwise the media 
wedge will not match the one expected for the measurement.
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Measurements that have yet to be carried out appear in black. Successful measurements are green 
and measurements with errors appear in red.

Complete/Not Measured
The two "Complete" and "Not Measured" buttons can be switched on and off separately from one an-
other. 
Using a combination of the two buttons, you can select whether you would like only complete, only 
incomplete or all measurements to be displayed in the list.

Detailed View of a Measurement
By clicking once on a measurement in the list, further details will be displayed and a preview of the 
measurement will appear below. Other actions relating to the selected measurement are also available.

The following values will always appear in accordance with the columns in the measurement list:
- Description: Document name, possibly serial number and simulation profile used
- Unique ID and printing time

The following values will also be shown for completed measurements: 
- Measured: Date and time as well as the result of the measurement.
- Measurement results: A short overview of the measurement results relevant to Fogra proofs, as well 
as corresponding individual results.

Control elements can be found at the bottom of the detailed measurement view for 
carrying out actions related to the selected measurement (Please see Actions below).
     
                                               
Measure
This field is only relevant if the measurement was not carried out automatically with an Epson Spectro-
Proofer. A SpectroProofer measurement of a media wedge can only be carried out automatically 
and before the printout has appeared. In the case of a proof printed with manual measurement, please 
select the device model used to carry out the measurements here.

Measurement and Evaluation of Measurement Results 
An example using the X-Rite i1 Pro. Select a file to be measured from the list in the Mirage Measure 
window. In the bottom left-hand corner select the X-Rite i1 Pro as the measuring device and click on 
"Measure Now..."
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To calibrate the 
device, simply 
place it in the 
base station.

The successful 
calibration of the 
measuring 
device will be 
confirmed by a 
message 

(please be patient, it may take a few 
seconds for the confirmation message 
to appear).

Now click on "Measure" and "Start" in the drop-down menu that appears.
At the start of the measurement, please 
press and hold down the X-Rite i1 Pro 
button until the measurement is com-
plete. 

If the measurement in the first row was 
successful, the white border will move to 
the second row in the preview window.

Please repeat the measurement for all 
rows.
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After a successful measurement, the Mi-
rage "Measurements" window will auto-
matically re-appear.

Simply select the job just measured and, 
in the bottom section of the Mirage Mea-
surements window,
a pop-up window will appear with the pre-
view of your print as well as the most im-
portant measurement results. 

     

Actions 

Additional options are available in the bottom section of the window.

Open a PDF Report
After completing a measurement 
you have the option to display the 
detailed measurement report as a 
PDF. 
This PDF will contain the exact 
measurement data for each color 

value of the media wedge that has been evaluated, as well as further analysis results.

Save PDF Report as...
After completing a measurement you have the option to save the detailed measurement report as a 
PDF in a selected location. 

Print Labels...
Following a successful measurement you must make note of the measurement result as well as the 
media wedge used. Using this option you can print a label with the measurement results. The label is 
printed via the system printer driver and not Mirage. As such, before the label is printed, the printing 
dialogue of the operating system will appear.
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Save Original Document as...
If the printed document comes from an image file, Mirage will save a copy of the image in the proof 
color space. Using this option you can save a copy to a location of your choice in order to send it 
together with, for example, the "PDF Report" and the print out with the media wedge to your printer/
client. 

Delete
The selected measurement in the top section of the "Measurements" window and any other associ-
ated files are deleted immediately.  This step cannot be undone. 


